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Aloha Hawaii Area 17 A.A. members,
As of June 16, 2010 Hawaii Area funds are as follows:



Operating Funds



  $14,808.75


Prudent Reserve



   $5,000.00


Reserve for Computer Equipment

      $750.00


Reserve for International Convention
     $1250.00 




Total cash in bank        $21,808.75
As of June 16, 2010: 




   


Total Contributions and Income
 
  $10,016.71


Total Expenditures


 $20,878.41


 Net Revenues 


             - $10,861.70
A. A. started with Dr. Bob and Bill W.  It has been 75 years since their grace fill conversation.  The summer 2010 issue of Box 459 reported that GSO is aware of A.A. activity in more than 180 countries.  Hawaii Area 17 is a part of that “activity.” 
Area 17 is funded by groups, committees, and individuals.  In Language of the Heart, there is an article about the 7th tradition titled, “Respecting Money” (pp 218-221).  Written by Bill W. in 1957, he said, “We conceded that, though unorganized as a whole, we would nevertheless have to create committees or service boards so that A.A. could function and carry our message” and, “This was going to cost money, but never a lot of it, never enough to pose any great problem or future temptation.”  Since the cost of unity in Hawaii has increased over the years, I wondered if “never a lot of it,” still applied.  Rounding out the numbers, I divided our projected expenses for 2010 ($33,500) by the number of sober A.A. members reported in the 2009 GSC Final Report (5,100).  Based on those estimates, the cost to fund Area 17 is $6.57 per person.

Bill W. ends this article by saying, “our groups, our areas, and AA as a whole will not function unless our services are sufficient and their bills are paid.”  
“When we meet and defeat the temptation to take large gifts, we are only being prudent.  But when we are generous with the hat we give a token that we are grateful for our blessings and evidence that we are eager to share what we have found with all those who still suffer.”

These are still financially challenging times.  Area 17 is neither broke nor financially secure.  We can thank the groups who have funded us so far.  And, we also need to continue to ask our Higher Power for knowledge of what is best for us, and for the power to carry that out. 
Coleen A., Area Treasurer, Panel 59
treasurer@area17aa.org
