The Trustees Finance Committee has asked that we discuss the following Advisory Action and send a report back to GSO by January 30, 2009.  To aid discussion and also hear your comments, there will be time on the agenda at the Orientation Assembly on Kauai on January 24-25, 2009.  As we are nearing rotation, please share this with both the outgoing and incoming the incoming DCMs and GSRs. 
That the trustees’ Finance and Budgetary Committee gather input from the Fellowship on the benefits and liabilities, both spiritual and practical, of fully funding GSO Services to the Fellowship (GSO Functional expenses) by the voluntary contributions of AA members and Groups and that this information be forwarded to the 2009 Conference Committee on Finance
Group Services provided by the General Service Office include Cooperation with the Professional Community, Public Information, Treatment Facilities, Corrections, the General Service Conference, International, and others.  Countless communications are received and sent, as well as writing and publishing Box 459, Quarterly Reports, AA Directories, and more.  

The cost of Group Services (p. 71 Conf. Report 2007) was $8,528,080.  There are 58,340 Groups from the 93 Areas in the US/Canada listed with the GSO (p. 80-81 Conf. Report).  26,389 Groups (45%) gave an average of $203 that totaled $5,370,330.  On-line meetings, conventions, etc. brought the total contributions to $6,526,002.   The difference of $1,997,232 was made up with profits from literature.   We have 1,314,552 members and the average contribution per member was $4.82 for 2007. It would take about $1.50 per member per year to pay the difference of $1,997,232.   31,951 Groups did not contribute to GSO in 2007.  If they had contributed $62.50 each in 2007, it would have made up the shortfall.
Discussion at the Conference Finance Committee was on the spiritual significance of a voluntary contribution made by a group or member vs. the profit on literature paid when a Group or individual purchases literature.  It’s all “our money” – but is there a spiritual and/or practical benefit or liability related to how we pay our own way?

Questions to ask your Group:  

1.  What are the spiritual benefits of fully funding Group Services with contributions from  
AA members and Groups?
2.  What are the spiritual liabilities of fully funding Group Services with contributions from 
AA members and Groups?
3.  What are the practical benefits of fully funding Group Services with contributions from 
AA members and Groups?
4.  What are the practical liabilities of fully funding Group Services with contributions from 
AA members and Groups?
