TREASURER REPORT

HAWAII AREA 17

January 27, 2008

We had a financially successful 2007.  Congratulations and big mahalos to each and every member who contributed to the 7th Tradition basket and to each and every group who distributed those 7th Traditions contributions to include your Hawaii Area 17.  The year (2007) in summary is:




Total Revenue:


$29,996.86




Total Expenses:


$21,666.71




Net Income:



$  8,330.15

As most of you know, we have an ambitious budget for 2008, and net profits from last year will help to cover our budget.  However, regular financial support from as many groups as possible is essential to our tradition of self-support and is our responsibility.  I calculated that if every listed group in our area contributed only $5 per month, our 2008 budget would be fully funded from current year contributions.  We realize that regular contributions are not possible for each group and that those groups who cannot contribute will still receive services, but, in order to ensure that our hand always remains outstretched, money and spirituality must continue to mix.

Our area treasurer’s computer is now in service.  The purchase was $35.27 over the approved limit of $1,900 by the time sales tax, a new surge protector and a two-year extended warranty was added.  I will be bringing the computer to all of our committee meetings and assemblies, so if you want to check what your district or group is doing in financial support of area, that info is now at my fingertips!

Yesterday, one of our inventory questions was “Do the groups know what area is and what it does?”  In my experience, the answer is too often a disappointing NO.  When a group does not have representation at our area service assemblies they exclude themselves from AA as a whole by not having input into our processes, especially that of informing our Area Delegate, who carries our group conscience to the General Service Board in New York.  In addition, AA unity is weakened because we are not being of maximum service to those around us, and personal recovery depends upon unity.

Another inventory question was “Does the budget process work?” Since I wrote this report ahead of time, I do not know your answer to that question, but mine is it works as well as you want it to.  I encourage each of you to make comments, recommendations, and to have input in the budget process.  Next month, the Finance Committee will begin work on the 2009 Proposed Budget, which is to be presented to the Area Committee in May.  At that meeting, the Proposed Budget will be distributed to the DCMs who will then distribute it to all active GSRs for review and discussion by their groups before the vote at the August 2008 Budget Assembly.  Now is the time to look over the 2008 Budget (available at www.hawaii-aa.org) and submit questions and/or comments relative to 2009.  I request that your input be emailed to me at treasurer@hawaii-aa.org.

This year, we are off to a great start.  After having paid fees for the February Committee Meeting, registration for the April Assembly, and much of 2008 PRAASA expenses, our cash balance in the operating fund is over $21,500.  On a personal note, I want to thank each of you for your support.  I cannot express how much being one of your trusted servants has done for my personal growth.  I love AA!

In love & service,

Linda McDole

treasurer@hawaii-aa.org
808 358-7030

